Dear:
I am writing to ask that you support H.R. 1971/S. 1058, the Pharmacy Competition and Consumer Choice Act of 2011. This legislation would provide protections for patients while expanding their choice in pharmacies. 
I frequent a small, community pharmacy to fill my prescriptions because the pharmacist and staff understand my needs, are easily accessible when I have questions and provide me with vital information on the proper use of my medications, and if given the choice, will continue to obtain my medications there. The Pharmacy Competition and Consumer Choice Act of 2011 will help ensure I maintain that option. The legislation allows any pharmacy that is willing to accept the terms and conditions set forth by a health plan to participate in a health network, so long as that pharmacy is eligible to participate in a federal or state plan. By expanding the number of pharmacies in a network, patients, like me, are better able to choose a pharmacy that suits our needs. 

Additionally, this legislation provides certain protections on patient data. Our data would be protected from so called pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs) who seek to use our personal information to direct us to pharmacies where they have a financial interest without the express consent of both me and my health plan.  Under the current system, how can patients be sure that we are getting the best pharmacy care when these PBMs have a financial stake in steering patients towards pharmacies and prescription drugs that provide them with greater profit rather than ones that are best for the patient?

I urge you to protect patients’ privacy and ensure patient choice in pharmacy by supporting this important legislation.
Thank you for your service to our community and for considering my views.

Sincerely,

