
 

 

October 11, 2008 

National Community Pharmacists Association 
c/o Gary Haulmark 
Director of Government Affairs 
100 Daingerfield Rd 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dear Friends, 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the National Community Pharmacists Association's 110th 
Annual Convention and Trade Exposition in Tampa. I understand that nearly 3,500 industry leaders are 
here representing our nation's community pharmacies and patients, and I appreciate the opportunity to 
share my thoughts with you today. I hope that this event gives you the opportunity to reflect on the 
NCPAs accomplishments of the past year and to look toward the future. 

Community pharmacists are important to improving healthcare in America, and I am proud to 
support you.  As President, I will take on the crisis of over 45 million Americans who have no insurance. 
 I have laid out a detailed plan to offer quality, affordable insurance to all and bring down costs for the 
average family by $2,500.  My plan will help your patients afford their prescriptions, and it will also help 
you as small business owners to pay for health insurance for yourselves and your employees. 

In addition to expanding coverage and access, my plan will improve quality of care.  Pharmacists 
have always been on the cutting edge of quality improvement, from early adoption of health IT to 
initiatives to reduce adverse drug events, to medication therapy management (MTM) for seniors.  
Community pharmacists have been particularly instrumental in the development and implementation of 
MTM, which has dramatically improved quality and reduced costs.  My plan will build and expand on 
these and other initiatives, in partnership with community pharmacists. 

I have a strong record in authoring and supporting legislation that supports community 
pharmacists. Together, we took important steps to save community pharmacies by passing the Fair 
Medicaid Drug Payment Act (S. 1951) and the Fair & Speedy Treatment (FAST) of Medicare 
Prescription Drugs Claims Act (S.1954) as part of the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers 
Act (H.R.6331).  I was proud to support H.R. 6331, which passed over President Bush's veto.  And I will 
work to fix health care permanently, so we don't have to fight for legislation every year just to maintain 
the status quo.  It's time to go on offense for quality healthcare in every part of our country, from inner 
cities to rural areas and everywhere in between. 

This election is our chance to make a fundamental break from our broken politics in Washington. 
 This is our chance to take our government back and refocus it on the needs of the middle class and our 
communities.  I hope you'll encourage your friends and neighbors, and customers, to look at the issues 
that affect your lives, and to work for and vote for the candidate who is on your side.  I appreciate the 
great support I've gotten from so many community pharmacists, and I look forward to continuing our 
work together. Thank you again, and please accept my best wishes for a productive and enjoyable annual 
meeting. 

      Sincerely, 

                                              
Barack Obama 


