The Honorable Jon Leibowitz, Chairman

The Honorable J. Thomas Rosch, Commissioner

The Honorable Julie Brill, Commissioner

The Honorable Edith Ramirez, Commissioner

Federal Trade Commission

600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20580

Subject:  Opposition to Proposed Merger of Express Scripts and Medco

Dear Commissioners:

As a consumer and patient at an independent community pharmacy, I urge you to reject the proposed merger between large pharmacy benefit managers (PBM) Express Scripts and Medco. Express Scripts and Medco are two of the three largest PBMs in the marketplace. If the merger is allowed to proceed, it will have negative consequences for consumers such as me. 
Many of my concerns echo those raised in a joint letter from some of the leading consumer groups: the Consumers Union, the National Consumers League, the U.S. Public Interest Research Group, the Consumer Federation of America, and the National Legislative Association on Prescription Drug Prices.  I am especially concerned that PBMs already attempt to determine the prescription drugs that will be covered by my plan and restrict the pharmacies where patients like me can obtain their prescriptions. Often times, these PBMs dictate  requirements  that incentivize patients to use their own mail order pharmacies by providing a 90 day supply of a prescription drug, while only allowing retail pharmacies  to provide a 30 day supply of the same prescription.

If the FTC approves this merger, these self-serving practices will be further exacerbated. It concerns me that the combined Express Scripts-Medco company would control nearly 650% of the mail order market. This would incentivize them to further restrict retail networks and require patients to use their mail order facilities instead of their local independent retail pharmacy, which many patients, such as me, prefer due to the accessibility of my pharmacist when I have questions and the ability to receive face to face counseling on the proper use of my medications.
Finally, I believe that this merger is likely to lead to increased costs in the form of increased premiums for plan sponsors and increased co-pays for patients. With the elimination of a competitor from the marketplace through this merger, there will be less competitive pressure on the combined company to negotiate for the best prices and level of service.  . These increased costs in turn will be passed onto the plan beneficiary in the form of higher co-pays for prescriptions. 
I urge you to protect consumer access to pharmacies of their choice and to maintain competition in the marketplace by rejecting the proposed merger between Express Scripts and Medco.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

CC:  Richard Feinstein, Director of the Bureau of Competition
