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the second general session when NCPA Execu-
tive Vice President and CEO Bruce T. Roberts, 
RPh, declared Oct. 20, 2009 “Independent 

Community Pharmacy Action Day.”
	 He asked NCPA members in atten-
dance as well as those not at the New 
Orleans meeting to contact their law-
makers and urge them to support the 
association’s top priorities in health care 
reform legislation: fair Medicaid reim-
bursement, disclosure of now secret 
PBM rebate deals, equal accreditation 
treatment for pharmacists by Medi-
care, and expansion of medication 
therapy management opportunities.
      So there would be no mistake 
on the impetus for the calls, NCPA 
ran an advertisement on the morn-
ing of the 20th in two widely read 
Capitol Hill publications, Congress 
Daily a.m. and The Hill, announc-
ing that pharmacists were en-
gaged in the health care reform 
debate.
	T he results were heartening. 
More than 1,000 community 
pharmacists answered our call 
and took the time from their 
busy days to contact their rep-
resentative or their senators. 
At left is our ad.  

Michael F. Conlan is editor of Ameri-

ca’s Pharmacist. 

lsewhere in this issue, there is a special sec-
tion recounting some of the many highlights of 
the 111th Annual NCPA Convention and Trade 

Exposition. One that bears emphasizing 
occurred during 

E
Joining the Debate
By Michael F. Conlan

	 www.americaspharmacist.net




