
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Executive Council  •  2008 – 2009 

Emily Schulze is a fourth year 
pharmacy student attending 
the University of Washington 
School of Pharmacy. She is 
currently serving as a senior 
member of the Student 
Executive Council. 

 
Gather a group of students 

and pharmacists for a 
Pharmacy Legislative Day at 
your state’s capitol.  Work 
with your state pharmacy 

association, learn about the 
issues, and make 

appointments with 
legislators!  Host a health 

fair for the law-makers and 
show them what 

pharmacists can do, and 
why we are such an 

important member of the 
healthcare team! 

Tip of the Month 

• L.D.F. and  
Wellness Project • 

President Obama’s plan for the U.S. 

healthcare system: Learn about it 

and keep advocating for pharmacy! 
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Inauguration day has passed, and a new  

administration has begun in the White  

House.  President Obama and Vice  

President Joe Biden set forth policy plans 

for many important issues, including  

healthcare, during their campaign.  Now 

that they are in office, it is important to  

revisit the policies they proposed and  

understand how they may impact the  

future of pharmacy practice.  Knowing 

what this administration has in mind is 

a good start to understanding how to  

approach pharmacy advocacy issues on 

Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C..   

The Obama-Biden campaign  

identified several key issues that formed 

the basis of their healthcare plan: skyrocketing costs, the large population of 

uninsured citizens, and underinvestment in public health and prevention.  

With these concepts in mind, the Obama-Biden campaign set forth to make 

healthcare coverage affordable and accessible to all.   

 First, the plan aims to improve efficiency in the system and sets forth 

to save billions of dollars by investing in health information systems, 

improving access to preventive services, and reforming the market structure 

to improve competition. Research that provides doctors with effective 

medical practices will continue to be supported, medical error reporting will 

be streamlined to catch errors more quickly and fix the system, and drug 

companiesô ability to block generic approvals will be curtailed.  These are 

just a few examples, as each of the three-pronged approaches to improving 

efficiency is multifaceted and involves the collaboration of healthcare 

providers, insurance administrators, employers, and patients.  No single 

entity can improve efficiency alone. 

 Next, the Obama-Biden team seeks to provide access to affordable 

healthcare coverage to all Americans.  This would be accomplished through 

cont.  
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NCPA Headquarters 

100 Daingerfield Rd. 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

(703) 683-8200 

 Want to know 

 more about  

NCPA? 

 Need a speaker for 

 a meeting at  

your school? 

Contact John Stelmachowicz 

to schedule a time that works 

for you and a Student 

Executive Council member.  

 

We would love to visit your 

school! 

john.stelmachowicz@ncpanet.org 

(703) 838-2649 

 

Important 

• Dates & Deadlines • 

February 23, 2009 
Chapter Outstanding Member 

of the Year Award Deadline 
** Note: One nominee from 

each active chapter 
 

March 15, 2009 
Wellness & PAC Challenge 

Deadline 
 

March 16, 2009 
ALL Scholarship  

Applications Due! 
 

April 1, 2009 
NCPA Faculty Liaison of the 

Year Award Deadline 
 

May 4, 2009 
NCPA Foundation Student 

Loan Application Deadline for 
Fall 2010 

 
May 1, 2009 (tentative) NCPA 

and the NCPA Foundation 
Pruitt-Schutte Student 

Business Plan Competition 
Sponsored by NCPA 

Foundation and Covidien 
 

May 11-13, 2009 
NCPA National Legislation and 

Government Affairs 
Conference 

 
May 31, 2009 

Chapter of the Year 
Application Deadline 

February • 2009 Volume III, Issue 8 

Obama, cont. a number of programs, including those that require large 

employers to contribute to healthcare plans for their employees or to 

contribute to a national plan..  Small businesses will be protected, however.  

Also, children will be required to have coverage and eligibility for Medicaid 

and SCHIP plans will be expanded.  These are a few among many proposed 

methods to improve healthcare coverage access. 

 Finally, the administration plans to increase focus on preventive 

healthcare services.  The Obama-Biden administration wants to improve 

employer-provided preventive services (vaccinations, exercise facilities, etc.), 

improve school-provided lunch nutritional value, and also improve working 

conditions across America.  These goals, among others, are designed to 

improve the day-to-day lives of the citizens, with the long-range goal of 

preventing chronic illness. 

 Knowing these basics of the new administrationôs healthcare reform 

plan, where do pharmacist and pharmacy students fit in?  More specifically, 

where do independent pharmacists fit in?  Perhaps it is in implementing 

screening services, providing counseling or information sessions on healthy 

living habits, or starting a vaccine program.  Those are options within the 

pharmacy, but what about on the Hill?  Pharmacists can and should be 

involved to ensure the implementation of these concepts is in line not only 

with how independent pharmacists strive to practice, but most importantly 

with what is best for the patients, now and in the future.  Invest time in 

learning the concepts and getting involved.  That these plans will not happen 

overnight has been made clear by Mr. Obama.  This is important and also 

positive, since it is vital that reform is accomplished effectively not hastily.  

We, as future pharmacists play an important role in helping that vision to be 

realized!  Read the plan at BarackObama.com and watch for news headlines 

on healthcare reform ï advocate for patients and pharmacy by being involved!  

The Multiple Locations Pharmacy 

Conference is coming up!  From February 

18-22, owners of multiple pharmacy 

locations will meet in Puerto Rico to 

discuss best business practices.  Although 

this conference one students can typically 

attend, we can still invite speakers to our 

school to learn about the challenges and 

opportunities in multiple location 

ownership! 


