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This year was the kick-off for the Political Advocacy Challenge. This is a
student driven initiative that has developed to raise awareness, participa-
tion, and funds for NCPA in the political arena. The mission through this
project is to support NCPA financially through the Legislative Defense
Fund (LDF) and to utilize every student resource to protect and promote
the future interests of independent pharmacy. NCPA chapters were called to this initiative in
Anaheim at last year's NCPA Annual Convention and some chapters delivered with amazing
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The winner of the 2007-2008 Political Advocacy Challenge was Mercer University. The NCPA L o o o o o o o =
chapter at Mercer University put together a comprehensive approach to political advocacy. ' Would you like an

The Mercer chapter was able to use a three pronged approach in communication by phone, 1 .

letters, and office visits to reach their elected officials. Together the NCPA members tackled | ?IC".DAZ‘ Rep resinte;t?lve

several issues such as: 1 8 VI-tSI }t/?lur ic Ir_Jo /
-Petitioning to keep open a local indignant care hospital I Lontact Jacxie Lopez
-PBM transparency (state and federal) 1 (jackie.lopez@ncpane

-Generic Substitution I t.org) today t(") .
-AMP Issues I schedule a visit!

Mercer also raised a substantial amount of money for the NCPA Legislative Defense Fund
(LDF). They brought in two different speakers one from the Georgia Pharmacy Association

addressing state-wide political issues and lobbyist, Wayne Oliver.

Mercer will be awarded with a plaque to signify their dedication and effort to political advocacy.
Also two NCPA members from Mercer will receive monetary compensation to attend the 40™
Annual NCPA Legislative Convention in Washington D.C.

The runner-up of the 2007-2008 Political Advocacy Challenge was Texas Tech. Texas Teach
NCPA members were able to coordinate emails, letter, and phone calls to communicate with
many state and national elected officials while raising money for the LDF.

Congratulations to both teams! If your chapter didn’t participate. Take the opportunity
to become politically active while winning a trip to the legislative conference. Partici-
pate in the NCPA Political Advocacy Challenge!

Applications for the Political Advocacy Challenge can be found online at ncpanet.org

Virtual Mentorship Allow for Opportunity

Check out virtual mentors for pharmacy ownership under NCPA Student Services!
At this website, you can log in and search a database full of questions asked by stu-
dents like you! If you don’t see your question there or if you want more information,
just log in and submit your question to a virtual mentor. This service is a great re-
sources for the future independent pharmacist. Use it to help start your own inde-
pendent pharmacy operation.

Charlie Hartig is a third
year pharmacy student
at Drake University,
College of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences. He
currently serves as a
member of the student
leadership council (SLC).



http://www.ncpanet.org/studentsvcs/forms.php
http://www.ncpanet.org/cgi-bin/atomic/user.cgi

Important Dates:

May 1, 2008: NCPA
Foundation Loan
Application Deadline
(Fall, 2008)

May 2, 2008:
Pharmacy Ownership
Workshop (O’Hare-
Rosemont, IL)

May 12, 2008:
Business Plan
Competition deadline

May 19-21, 2008:
NCPA Legislative
Affairs Conference,
Washington, D.C.

May 31, 2008:
Chapter of the Year
Application Deadline

October 11-15™:
NCPA 110™ Annual
Convention (Tampa)

Reminders:

NCPA is on MySpace
and Facebook!

Register for NCPA
LEGISLATIVE
CONVENTION at

ncpanet.org

NCPAE

NCPA Headquarters
100 Daingerfield Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703.683.8200

Tamper-Resistant Prescriptions:
What Pharmacy Students Need to Know!

CMS has recently required all Medicaid prescriptions be written on specified tamper-resistant prescrip-
tions. This law was passed by the Congress in July 2007 (U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina
Recovery and Iraq Accountability Appropriations Act). It was scheduled to be implemented in October 1%,
2007 but then was postponed by Congress.

Starting on April 1, 2008, in order for Medicaid outpatient drugs to be reimbursable by the federal govern-
ment, all written (Rx and OTC), non-electronic prescriptions must be executed on tamper-resistant pads.
Therefore, pharmacies will not be reimbursed for Medicaid prescriptions if they are filled on non-tamper-
resistant prescriptions! The purpose of this Act was to decrease costs on Medicaid and CMS. The Act also
aims to limit fraudulent prescriptions, thus preventing drug diversion.

Written prescriptions that are dispensed and billed must meet the tamper resistant requirements. The
baseline characteristics must:

1. prevent unauthorized copying of a completed or blank prescription form;

2. prevent the erasure or modification of information written by the prescriber; and/or

3. prevent the use of counterfeit prescription forms.

This all seems so vague so when pharmacy students or pharmacists are assessing tamper-resistant pads
what should you look for. Currently there are numerous vendors (i.e. American Coroporate Services, Micro
Format Inc., etc...) for tamper-resistant prescription pads and each have different products. These include
but are not limited to...

-Watermarks

-Quantity check boxes + written and numeric qualities (i.e. 10 (ten))

-Chemically reactivity to solvents/acids

-Thermochromic ink

-Holograms

-Background patterns

-"security prescription” written on back

According to a letter from CMS, the requirement for tamper-resistant pads DOES NOT apply to
-refills of written prescriptions presented before April 1;
-e-prescriptions, facsimile, or oral prescriptions transmitted to the pharmacy;
-In-patient Pharmacy Practice Settings
-Emergency fills of "non-controlled or controlled dangerous substances for which a prescriber
provides the pharmacy with a verbal, faxed, electronic or compliant written prescription within 72
hours after the date on which the prescription was filled."

If you think a Medicaid prescription is not tamper-resistant or you are unsure. What should be done. Infor-
mation release by CMS (March 28, 2008) suggests (1) obtain oral confirmation from the practitioner or (2)
fill the prescription as an emergency fill.

This is not a comprehensive list of products, services, or regulations. For more information visit the
nasmd.org or cms.gov. Image courtesy of calphys.org
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